LORD SPENCER'S MISSION TO MODENA
To COUNT ALLESANDRO CAPRARA AT ROME.                    1687
"August 1687.
". . . I am quite content with all you have done in my business, which you have conducted with equal prudence and affection. The way the Falconiera house was regulated was perfectly right . . As to the Ursuline Nuns I rely entirely upon your discretion to do that which appears reasonable, and conformable to my dear mother's wishes. Also for the Blue Nuns I should wish all to be done which my mother, had God given her time and opportunity, would have done. ... I recognize, as a gift to you from my mother, the great silver bowl newly restored, but I do not wish it to go unaccompanied \ do me the pleasure therefore, of accepting the other three large bowls to match as a small acknowledgement of the great debt which your affectionate services have made due to you from me. The rest of the silver plate I should wish to be sold.
As to the alimony and dowry for Martinozzi's daughter who is taking the veil, I rely, as before, upon your judgment and the testimony of Father Belhuome to execute the wishes of the deceased.
I desire that the great red damask bed and its furniture be given to Countess Lucia Molza.
I have no thought, at present, of selling the Monti estates, but to hold them in reserve according to the desire of my good mother . . . Nothing remains for me now but to thank you from my heart for all the good offices so cordially rendered . . ."
The English Court sent Lord Spencer, eldest son of the Earl of Sunderland, on a mission of condolence to the Duke of Modena. Sunderland was now at the zenith of his power, and the following letter from Mary Beatrice to her brother not only shows that she looked upon him as a friend, but proves in her commendations of young Spencer how little royal personages often know of the true character of the persons they recommend. The letter is specially touching in its longing to see her brother and its gentle reproach at his delay.
"WINDSOR, 25 August, 1687.
<c. . . The bearer of this is mylord Spencer, the King's Envoy to condole with you on the great loss of our dear lady mother. How sensible a loss it has been to me, and how rny poor heart aches,
M0, u which made his exit rather a profitable exchange than a dishonourable dismission." It is, however, no injustice to. James to suppose that had the Treasurer yielded, or pretended, to yield to his arguments, the abolition of his office
